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were asked for their agreement/disagreement with 50 statements grouped within 
seven categories: (1) communication and sensory impairments; (2) independence 
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think their child would prefer as a best friend another person who is 
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Friendships of Children with Deaf-Blindness: Parent Perspectives and Experiences 
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The Social Relationships of Children and Adolescents with Deaf-Blindness 
research project based at the Developmental Di^bilities Center of St. Luke s/Roosevelt 
Hospital in New York has been involved in several different research activities over the 
past three years. Most recently, the project has completed a survey on parent perspectives 
of friendship. The purpose of the survey was to gain insight into parents' beliefs 
regarding issues of friendship for their children with deaf-blindness. 

Method and Procedures 

The survey was designed as a questionnaire which could be administered either 
through an individual interview or through the mail. This method was selected because 
the nature of the study required a flexible approach which could include parent 
respondents who did not live in the metropolitan area and who were not able to come in 



to the hospital for an individual interview. 
Participants 



Fifty-four families throughout New York State were involved in the survey. 
Criteria for participating in the study was based on the child's disability, such that the 
child had concomitant hearing and vision impairments and was within the ages of 3 to 23 
years. Families participating in the study represented a diverse range of ethnic, racial, 
socioeconomic, and religious backgrounds. Parents were identified through various 
procedures. The majority of parents were known to the researchers through an on-going 



study on social relationships of children with deaf-blindness. Parents were also contacted 
through an advocacy organization working with families of children who are deaf-blind. 



and some of the families were contacted 
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The mean age of the children whose parents participated in the study was 1 1 .4 
years. Approximately 65% of the children attended a specialized school program 
(residential, special school, or home school) and 35% attended a program within a regular 
school (special education class or general education class). Thirty-three percent of the 
children were identified as having a mild or moderate hearing loss; forty-three percent 
were identified as having a severe or profound loss; and, twenty-three percent were not 
identified as having a specific loss or their parents did not know the degree of hearing 
loss. Thirty-seven percent of the children were known to be totally blind or to have only 
light perception; fifty-nine percent were identified as being partially sighted or legally 
blind; and, four percent of the parents responding did not know the degree of their child's 
vision loss. Almost 75% of the children were identified as having another disability, such 
as mental retardation or physical disability. 

Data Collection and Analysis 

Parents participated in the survey either by coming to the hospital center for an 
individual interview with a member of the research staff or by completing a mailed 
questionnaire. A staff member from the research project initially contacted parents 
through a letter describing the purpose of the study, which also included informed 
consent. If the parent expressed an interest in participating in the survey, an appointment 
was scheduled to take place at the hospital center. Each interview lasted approximately 
60 minutes. For parents living outside the metropolitan area, a questionnaire was mailed 
with a postage-paid return envelope. These parents were asked to complete the 
questionnaire and return it to the research staff. The questionnaire, including a section 
on demographic data, took parents about 20 minutes to complete. 

The questionnaire was constructed with 50 closed-ended questions. Respondents 
were asked whether they strongly agreed, agreed, disagreed, or strongly disagreed to each 
item. The fifty items in the questionnaire were grouped within seven categories, or 
indexes. The indexes included: (1) Communication and Sensory Impairment; (2) 
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Independence and Mobility; (3) Community Issues and Concerns; (4) Integrated Versus 
Self-Contained Programs; (5) Similarities of Friendship; (6) Social Network; and, (7) 
Having Friends with Disabilities. These indexes were used to compile scores from all of 
the 50 questions and to identify one composite score per category. Each index consisted 
of 5 to 9 questionnaire items. 

Results 

Preliminary results from the survey are presented as composite scores within each 
of the seven indexes as seen in Figure 1 (see the last page). Listed below are examples of 
questions that parents responded to, followed by the general responses with percentage of 
agreement or disagreement that parents assigned to the particular item. Where do you 
stand on these issues? 

• Do parents think their child has fewer friends because he or she is deaf-blind? 

(74% do) 

• Do parents feel other children would play more with their child if they knew more 
about deaf-blindness? 

(74% do) 

• Do parents believe their child’s limitations in mobility prevents them from going 
hiking with other children? 

(69% do) 

• Do parents feel it would be impossible for their child to play basketball with 
neighborhood children? 

(59% do) 

• Do parents believe that moving to a new community is harder for families who 
have a deaf-blind child than for other families? 

(81% do) 

• Do parents think their child would do better if he or she were in a regular class and 
not a special class? 

(66% do not) 

• Do parents feel a regular class placement would help their child make friends more 




• Do parents believe that hobbies, such as collecting baseball cards, playing an 
instrument, or painting, are meaningful for their child? 

(56% do) 



• Do parents feel that neighborhood children are likely to play with each other more 
than with their child? 

(85% do) 

• Do parents think their child would prefer as a best friend another person who is 

deaf-blind? 

(70% do not) 



Discussion 

The preliminary results of this survey indicate that parents of children with deaf- 
bbndness are concerned about issues of friendship. While all components of friendship 
are important to consider, this survey has revealed that certain factors more clearly impact 
upon the development and maintenance of friendship than others. A child s social 
network, communication and sensory abilities, and the community's awareness and 
availability have been identified by parents as those categories of friendship with which 
they are most concerned and/or most affect their child s development of friendships Md 
social relationships. 

Further data analysis is needed, and is currently being conducted, to more 
specifically look at the different factors affecting friendships as well as to identify what 
their relationship is between age, degree of disability, and school setting on the 
development of friendships. 




5 



4 



S 8 U!i!qBS!Q 

miM spudud 




>jJOAMBN IBpOS 



sdmspuaud 
10 S8!l!JB|!lil!S 



saiBjOojd 

P81 b 6 oj 68S 

A POJBJSOIUI 



SUJ80UOO 

puB sonssi 
Miunujijuoo 



A!I!Q01/\| puB 
doudpudddpul 



lUdlJUJIBdlUl 

/Oosuos PUB 

UOllBOjUnUJLUOO 



















o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


o 


00 




<D 


LO 




CO 


CVi 





luaojad 



JN 



CD 




5 



Index 




U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI) 
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) 




REPRODUCTION RELEASE 

(Specific Document) 



I. DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION: 






£iv\d 

Author(s): Noua.^ 

Corporate Source: . <■ ( • ^ Pubiication Date: 

Tlxs^vViVu^ Cg-t/y^Ver"^ (^r<yaw>jh(- (-fcgip, | Oec.. 1*^13 

tPCrb Te^'^ KM \s4iq | 

II. REPRODUCTION RELEASE: 



In order to disseminate as widely as possible timely and significant materials of interest to the educational community, documents announced 
in the monthly abstract journal of the ERIC system, Resources in Education (RIE), are usually made available to users in microfiche, reproduced 
paper copy, and electronic/optical media, and sold through the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS) or other ERIC vendors. Credit is 
given to the source of each document, and. If reproduction release is granted, one of the following notices is affixed to the document. 



If permission Is granted to reproduce and disseminate the Identified document, please CHECK ONE of the following two options and sign at 
the bottom of the page. 





The sample sticker shown below will be 
affixed to all Level 1 documents 


The sample sticker shown below will be 
affixed to all Level 2 documents 




PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 




PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 




DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL 




DISSEMINATE THIS 




HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 




MATERIAL IN OTHER THAN PAPER 








COPY HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 


Check here 


A0 




\0 


For Level 1 Release: 






</ 


Permitting reproduction In 






C# 


microfiche (4" x 6" film) or 









other ERIC archival media 


TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 




TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 


(e.g., electronic or optical) 


INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 




INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 


and paper copy. 










Level H 


Level 2 




Check here 
For Level 2 Release: 

Permitting reproduction in 
microfiche (4" x 6" film) or 
other ERIC archival media 
(e.g., electronic or optical), 
but nof in paper copy. 



Documents will be processed as Indicated provided reproduction quality permits. If permission 
to reproduce is granted, but neither box Is checked, documents will be processed at Level 1 . 



sign 

here-^ 

please 



O 

ERIC 



"I hereby grant to the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) nonexclusive permission to reproduce and disseminate 
this document as indicated above. Reproduction from the ERIC microfiche or electronic/optical media by persons other than 
ERIC employees and its system contractors requires permission from the copyright holder. Exception is made for non-profit 
reproduction by libraries and other service agencies to satisfy information needs of educators in response to discrete inquiries. * 



Printed Name/Position/Titie: 
^uXy\CLj 3ctl| 



Signature: 




3rg^TzatloiV^^ 



LuJptS 



Tefe^ofie: 



E’Mail Address: 

Ni Scj\\ Q Ac> L • 







Date: 






(over) 



III. DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY INFORMATION (FROM NON-ERIC SOURCE): 

If permission to reproduce is rK>t granted to ERIC, or, if you wish ERIC to cite the availability of the document from another source, 
please provide the following informatbn regarding the availability of the document. (ERIC will not announce a document unless it is 
publicly available, and a dependable source can be specified. Contributors should also be aware that ERIC selection criteria are 
significantly more stringent for documents that cannot be made available through EDRS.) 




IV. REFERRAL OF ERIC TO COPYRIGHT/REPRODUCTION RIGHTS HOLDER: 

If the right to grant reproduction release is held by someone other than the addressee, please provide the appropriate name and address: 




V. WHERE TO SEND THIS FORM: 




However, if solicited by the ERIC Facility, or if making an unsolicited contribution to ERIC, return this form (and the document being 
contributed) to: 



ERIC Processing and Reference Facility 
1301 Piccard Drive, Suite 100 
Rockville, Maryland 20850-4305 

Telephone: 301-258-5500 
FAX: 301-948-3695 
Toll Free: 800-799-3742 
e-mail: ericfac@inet.ed.gov 




3/96/96) 



